Humane Society of the Ohio Valley Inc.

Public Meeting Minutes

October 21, 2026
Board members present: Esther Salem, Angel Grosklos, Jeff Patey, Tracy Tynan, Emily Keefer, Melinda Hartz, Shelly Galland, Carla Perry.
1. Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m.

2. Public comments 
a. Bob Dahler had comments on getting the shelter more funds and expressed a desire to help around the building and grounds. Amy has his phone number.
b. Brenda DeWeese presented Belpre Bingo income statement for 2026. The event made $20,426.32 in cash and supplies for the shelter. Many thanks to Brenda and the bingo team for this wonderful support!

c. Brenda DeWeese presented Day of Giving check to HSOV for $1000 from her employer, West Virginia Central Credit Union. Thank you!

3. Approval of September 9, 2026 board meeting minutes: Motion by Salem. Second by Galland. Motion passed with a voice vote.
4. Approval of September 9, 2026 Treasurer’s report: Motion by Hartz. Second by Tynan. Motion passed with a voice vote.
5. Director’s Report – submitted, see documents sent.
6. Committee reports
a. Operations 

i. Reviewed options for adding modular kennels to get dogs out of wire crates. 4’ x 6’ kennels are difficult to fit into the available space, and only about 5 will likely fit (less with height restrictions). Will review updated proposals at next meeting.
ii. Member mailing went out this week to remind members that we need new board members and asking that they apply by November 8.
iii. Member addresses – not discussed.
b. Fundraising 

i. See #2 above. Bingo and Day of giving presentations.
ii. Chili cook-off Oct 18 at the Station – cleared $9000. Thanks Shelly Galland and team!

iii. next steps for getting commitments from people to help with the Thanksgiving weekend bingo event - making food, baked goods. Working the event from 3:00-9:00. Need 8-10 volunteers and lots of food and beverage donations. They supply caller, Need 35-40 hot dogs and buns, sloppy joes/chili sauce, ice, soda, plastic ware, chips, baked goods.
iv. Peoples Bank Fund grant - Salem to apply in Q1 2027, for spay/neuter both for community’s owned pets and shelter animals.
v. Upcoming events – 
· Jug decoration Nov 2 – 16. 
· Howlin for HSOV at the Lafayette – Nov 6.
· Chili cook-off at Barlow fairgrounds – Nov 7.
c. Finance – see Director’s emailed report.
d. Building, Grounds & Maintenance

i. Estimate for wall repair with FRP for ability to sanitize - for grant application, estimate is $7650. Salem to apply for MCF quarterly Simple Start grant to cover part of cost. Balance can come from other grants, or MCF building funds as allowed.

ii. Door replacement – updates. Vote on door replacement: Motion by Hartz, Second by Galland. Motion passed with a voice vote.
iii. From Amy – got new exterminator. Mice are damaging the building and previous efforts have been ineffective. Cost is one-time $350, then $50 per month.
iv. From Amy – had to replace part on washing machine – cost $450.
e. Volunteer

i. Grosklos working to update Volgistics. Thanks Angel!
f. Public Relations – Sharon Paul submitted all reports.
g. Rescue Committee – More emails sent out to ask rescues to take our dogs for payment, this time outside Ohio. So far no takers.
7. Unfinished Business
a. Bridge-it funds with local vets for spay/neuter – work continues? Without Emily, as she is working on a different grant.
8. New Business – None.
9. Adjournment time was 7:21 p.m. Motion by Hartz, second by Tynan. Motion passed with a voice vote. Next meeting will be November 11, 2026.
