Humane Society of the Ohio Valley Inc.

Public Meeting Minutes

July 8, 2026
Board members present: Tracy Tynan, Shelly Galland, Esther Salem, Angel Grosklos, Jeff Patey, Melinda Hartz. 
1. Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m.

2. Public comments – None
3. Presentation/discussion about Avery’s Law with Wes Groves, Dog Warden. – Wes gave the board some recent examples of how Avery’s Law has been applied. The dog owner may appeal the Dog Warden’s decisions to deem a dog and the magistrate may change the dog’s disposition. Q&A with Wes for how the law applies to the shelter.
4. Approval of June 10, 2026 board meeting minutes: Motion by Salem. Second by Galland. Motion passed with a voice vote.
5. Discussion and vote on adding as Board Member Carla Perry – Carla was not present. Motion to add Carla to the Board by Galland. Second by Tynan. Motion passed with a voice vote.
6. Treasurer report by Amy Rogers.
a. Report submitted, going to make MCF pull of 50k. Still working on getting MCF trust funds into general fund through Cameron Fouss, attorney. Progressing.
b. Approval of Treasurer’s Report: Motion by Hartz. Second by Tynan. Motion passed with a voice vote.

7. Director’s Report – 88 dogs, 103 cats in shelter. See report sent out by Amy. 
8. Committee reports
a. Operations 

i. Mel taking over running the committee. Last meeting at Esther’s July 7. Going to meet first and third Wednesday of the month for the near future, at least through September. Board, Amy and Tracy.
ii. Best Friends Animal Society visited June 22. Lauren Cook sent several documents for evaluating dogs, boosting enrichment, social media presence, and volunteerism.
b. Fundraising 

i. MCF building fund. Esther checking to see if we can move to general fund.
ii. Mel’s idea for beating up stuff destined for the dumpster with a sledge hammer and having people pay to do it (like to get frustrations out) was shot down. 
iii. Esther working on cutting board raffles at various locations. If you have additional locations, she will reach out to them.
iv. Esther working to get a sponsored rowing fundraiser going at Marietta HS.
v. Bingo is now October 10. Planning meetings start this month. Let Brenda DeWeese know if interested in helping.
vi. Art show at Betsey Mills Club on June 27. Did not make much money, unfortunately.
vii. Esther reached out to Emily Keefer (student on our board) for a possible Marietta College fundraiser this fall. Emily is traveling on summer break, so it may be a while before she hears back.
c. Finance – see Director’s report above and actual Director’s emailed report.
d. Building, Grounds & Maintenance

i. Repairs to mini-split in Safe Haven complete. Esther is going to see if Rotary will cover $2000 worth of the costs. She is presenting to the Rotary Club July 9 to ask for this.
ii. Rotary also repaired water recovery system, get the system working again.
iii. Esther gave Amy information for a sobriety group that does community projects. They may be able to help with some maintenance projects.
e. Volunteer

i. No updates.
f. Public Relations – Sharon Paul submitted all reports.
g. Rescue Committee – Tony (the collie) going to a breed-specific rescue.
9. Unfinished Business
a. Noon Rotary Club – Esther’s presentation is tomorrow. See Building, Grounds, and Maintenance above.

b. Building Bridges to Careers – Esther checking to see if we can get an intern. Contact person has been out on vacation.

10. New Business
a. None. 
11. Adjournment time was 7:11 p.m. Motion by Salem, second by Patey. Motion passed with a voice vote. Next meeting will be August 12, 2026.
