Humane Society of the Ohio Valley Inc.

Annual Board Minutes

December 13, 2023

Board members present: Amber Dennison, Tammy Bates, Michele Newbanks, Mike Miller, Esther Salem, Tracy Moore 
1. Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m.
2. Public comments –  None
3. Approval of minutes of November's board meeting: Motion by Esther. Second by Tracy. Motion passed with a voice vote.
4. Treasurer’s report - Tabled
5. Humane Officer report

a. 10 animal complaints – 7 were unfounded and one was founded

b. 1 refused entry

c. 1 ongoing investigation

d. 1 animal surrendered through founded complaint

e. Dogs, cats and horses were involved in the calls

f. 1 animal needed medical care
6. Director’s report

a. 17 cats came in through intake – 5 were owner surrender, 3 returns, 9 stray

b. 27 cats were adopted. 1 was euthanized at the vet and 1 was returned.

c. 11 dogs came in through intake – 11 owner surrender, 2 returns, 33 strays

d. 21 dogs were adopted, 7 were reclaimed, 4 went to rescue
7. Committee reports

a. Operations 

· There was discussion on possibly doing Business After Hours again in 2024

· Bissell pays adoption fees through Empty the Shelter

· Grant covered cost of minibus and for the wrap

· 600 vaccines through Petco Love. Can be given to the public

b. Fundraising 

· Furball brought in about $33,000

· Cook off brought in about $16,000

· Bingo brought in $9,700

· Esther had $240 from online donations and $750 cash from sales

c. Finance 

· Almost $55,000 bought in through grants in 2023

· Rescue Rebuild put $147,363 into the new building

· End of fiscal yeare statements from Marietta Community Foundation were read

· Budget for new fiscal year to be completed by January meeting

d. Building, Grounds & Maintenance

· Water usage is going down and has been reported to Rotary.

· Continued aggravation with the dishwasher. It was reportedly not good for what the shelter uses it for.

e. New Building & Renovations – Nothing was reported.

f. Homeward Bound 

· There are about 49 cats/kittens in foster care as of December 9.

· 15 cats are in long-term/medical foster/hospital care with Frances Meckel as of December 1. Tink is listed as adoptable.

· 30 cats were altered at the Help Clinic in Barboursville. Cost was covered by Friends of Felines Fund.

· 12 cats have appointments at the Spot Clinic in Parkersburg and 30 have appointments in Barboursville later in December

· 38 dogs/puppies in foster care as of December 8

g. Public Relations

· Help was requested to write monthly columns for the Marietta Times

h. Membership 

· A NexGen board member will join after the first of the year

· A Board of Director's handbook is in the works and will be available ASAP for new members

i. Technology 

· Esther has received no response from iTech. Amy will look into using a different company

j. Volunteer 

· Volunteer orientation is the 3rd Sunday of the month at 1 p.m. at the shelter

k. Legacy Society – Nothing was reported.
8. Unfinished Business  


a. Jennie reported a need for seniors to receive information on adoptions. Placing flyers at the O'Neill Center and on Facebook every so often.

b. Brenda asked if Bingo could be done twice a year. It may be too much work and will only be done in the fall. Paperwork needs to be in for license by December 31.

c. This was Esther's last meeting as she has served her six years on the board. She will be eligible to run again after a year.
9. New Business

a. Shelly Galland will join the board effective January 1, 2024

b. Applications for the election of John and Tracy Tynan were tabled. Fredley has turned in her two week notice as she will be working for the sheriff's department. It will be taken up again at athe January meeting.
10. Adjournment – Michele made a motion to adjourn at 6:54 p.m. Esther seconded and the motion passed with a voice vote. The next meeting will be January 10, 2024, in the second floor conference room at 304 Putnam St.
