Humane Society of the Ohio Valley Inc.

Public Meeting Minutes

January 14, 2026
Board members present: John Tynan, Shelly Galland, Esther Salem, Jeff Patey, Tracy Tynan, Melinda Hartz absent - excused.
Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

1. Public comments 
a. Fredley Tynan told the Board members that she had moved to Wood County, WV & would not be able to apply for a Humane Officer position.
b. Mike Hamersley read a letter he had written. He is concerned about overcrowding & long term dogs not being given an opportunity to be adopted. He wants the staff to utilize volunteers to do more of the adoption application reviews, calling adopters who did not get the animal they wanted to consider a different animal and an overall more efficient process. He asked if, since his court case had been closed, he could come back to volunteer at the shelter. He stated he pleaded guilty to disorderly conduct & paid a fine. The Board will discuss in executive session.

2. Approval of minutes of December 10, 2025 board meeting: Motion by Esther. Second by Jeff. Motion passed with a voice vote.

3. Approval of Treasurers report:  Motion by Tracy.  Second by Jeff. Motion passed with a voice vote.
4. Director’s report – Animal population is still over capacity. 
a. 10 cats come in through intake – 8 were strays; (All citizen turn in); 2 were owner surrender. 

b. 30 cats were adopted; 1 died in shelter. 

c. 28 dogs came in through intake – 14 owner surrender; 14 were strays (9 citizen turn ins, 5 from law enforcement).

d. 25 dogs were adopted; 8 were reclaimed; 1 was euthanized; 3 were sent to rescue.

5. Committee reports

a. Operations 

i. No meeting held. 
b. Fundraising 

i. Esther continues to attend several craft shows for fundraising for the HSOV. Amy & her team continue to plan Fur Ball which will be held March 28, 2026, at The Tower in Marietta. Next Fur Ball planning meeting will be February 4, 2026, 6 p.m. at the shelter.
c. Finance 

i. No meeting held. 
d. Building, Grounds & Maintenance

i. There is still an issue with the heating in Safe Haven. An HVAC company is working to determine the problem & wall heaters have been placed in each room.   Morrison’s tested the HVAC system for the shelter & found a loose wire on one unit & repaired it.  They also found the gas set too high on the other unit & made the adjustment. Amy will continue to work on getting quotes for external doors & windows.
e. Volunteer

i. No meeting was held. Tracy, Angel, and Jenna rotate monthly orientation for new volunteers the third Sunday of each month. Jenna wants to do a dog walk on February 22, National Walk a Dog Day. She also wants to set up another Bath Day, pending approval from staff.

f. Public Relations

i. Sharon provided updates to the Board via email. Posting photos & profiles continues to be done as often as possible on Facebook & Pet Finder.  
6. New Business
a. None.
7. Adjournment time was 6:36 p.m. Motion by Jeff & seconded by Tracy. Motion passed with a voice vote. Next meeting will be February 11, 2026.
