Humane Society of the Ohio Valley Inc.

Public Meeting Minutes

September 9, 2026
Board members present: Esther Salem, Angel Grosklos, Jeff Patey, Tracy Tynan, Emily Keefer, Melinda Hartz. Absent excused: Shelly Galland, Carla Perry.
1. Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m.

2. Public comments 
a. Reminder Oct 10 Bingo at Belpre Bingo Hall. Also soliciting for Bingo cash and Country Store donations.
b. Two Chili Cookoffs coming up: Oct 18 at the Station in Belpre, and Barlow Fair in November.
c. Esther at Jeremiah’s Coffee House 10 am-6 pm for Sternwheeler.
3. Approval of August 12, 2026 board meeting minutes: Motion by Salem. Second by Grosklos. Motion passed with a voice vote.
4. Approval of August 12, 2026 Treasurer’s report: Motion by Hartz. Second by Salem. Motion passed with a voice vote.
5. Director’s Report – 81 dogs, 115 cats in shelter today. See report sent out by Amy. Also received $66k bequest this month.
a. Fundraiser at Outback (in Vienna) on 9/15. Mention HSOV and a percentage of the order goes to the shelter.

b. 9/19 – Nonprofit community expo 12-3 at Grand Central Mall (on activities calendar)
6. Committee reports
a. Operations 

i. Still holding semi monthly Ops committee meetings through September. 
ii. Working on quality of life checklists and behavioral policy
b. Fundraising 

i. See #2 and #5 above. Also plan on Fur Ball (assuming it happens) on 3/20/2027. Saving that date at the Tower.
c. Finance – see Director’s report above and actual Director’s emailed report.
d. Building, Grounds & Maintenance

i. Working on getting estimate for wall repair/sterilizable wall covering for next quarter’s Simple Start grants. Getting quote Friday.
ii. Perry and Assoc. doing flower beds cleanup. Thanks to Perry and Assoc.
iii. Galland got estimates to replace the exterior door in Main, and sent to Brenda DeWeese for her employer’s Day of Giving for possible reimbursement/grant. Thanks to both.
iv. Rotary has check for Safe Haven HVAC repair. Many thanks to Rotary!
e. Volunteer

i. Several Marietta College volunteer sign-ups. Patey to follow up to make sure they get emails etc.
f. Public Relations – Sharon Paul submitted all reports.
g. Rescue Committee – Reaching out to rescues but so far no takers.
7. Unfinished Business
a. Second quarter simple solutions grant for flea and tick prevention -follow up thank you letter and photo sent. Got check.
b. Bridge-it funds with local vets for spay/neuter – Salem discussed with Danica at Peoples Bank. May be able to get funds from there as well. Also can get a grant from Rachel Ray foundation for spay/neuter to “bridge the gap” between what people can afford and the cost of spay/neuter. Will need follow up for grant and with vets (Dr. Kidd is a start). Lauren Cook can help write grant(s) as well. Esther and Emily to work with Amber to start a grant.
8. New Business – None.
9. Adjournment time was 6:35 p.m. Motion by Salem, second by Hartz. Motion passed with a voice vote. Next meeting will be October 14, 2026.
