Humane Society of the Ohio Valley Inc.

Public Meeting Minutes

December 10, 2025
Board members present: John Tynan, Shelly Galland, Esther Salem, Jeff Patey, Tracy Tynan, Tammy Bates, Mike Miller absent - excused.
Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

1. Public comments 
a. Rebecca Johnson presented her River City Kitty Café coming soon to the Broughton’s Building, Complex 1, Building 3 on Route 821. The Café will house adoptable cats from local humane societies. The HSOV & Kitty Café have developed a contract between the two entities regarding the responsibilities of each.  Patrons will be able to purchase prepackaged, locally baked items as well as beverages & Kitty Café merchandise. Patrons may interact with the cats in a separate room by purchasing 30- or 60-minute slots. The Café will be run by volunteers initially & the plan is to hire a manager once the monthly income & expenses are predictable. The tentative opening date is set for February 1, 2026.
2. Approval of minutes of November 12, 2025 board meeting: Motion by Tammy. Second by Esther. Motion passed with a voice vote.

3. Approval of Treasurers report:  Motion by Tammy.  Second by Shelly. Motion passed with a voice vote.
4. Board of Directors Election – Jeffrey Patey (10 votes) & Melinda Hartz (11 votes) were elected to the Board for three-year terms beginning January 2026. (11) general members were present. All voting members present were active, annual members.  Present were - Angel Grosklos, John Tynan, Tracy Tynan, Esther Salem, Shelly Galland, Tammy Bates, Kathy Wilhelm, Brenda DeWees, Jennie Payton, Melinda Hartz, Jeffrey Patey.

5. Director’s report – Animal population is still over capacity. 
a. 10 cats come in through intake – 7 were strays; (All citizen turn in); 2 were owner surrender; 1 was adoption return. 
b. 24 were adopted; 4 were euthanized; 1 died in shelter. 
c. 41 dogs came in through intake – 2 owner surrender; 23 were strays (16 citizen turn ins, 5 from law enforcement, 2 were shelter pick up); 11 were born in the shelter; 5 were adoption returns.

d. 20 dogs were adopted; 3 were reclaimed; 1 died in the shelter; 10 were sent to rescue.

6. Committee reports

a. Operations 

i. No meeting held.
b. Fundraising 

i. Esther continues to attend several craft shows for fundraising for the HSOV. Amy & her team continue to plan Fur Ball which will be held March 28, 2026, at The Tower in Marietta. Next Fur Ball planning meeting will be January 7, 2026, 6 p.m. at the shelter.
c. Finance 

i. No meeting held. 
d. Building, Grounds & Maintenance

i. There is an issue with the heating in Safe Haven. An HVAC company is working to determine the problem & staff is using portable heaters during the day.  Dogs are provided with extra blankets & the dog doors are covered with a blanket to retain heat. 
e. Volunteer

i. No meeting was held. Tracy & two volunteers continue to rotate monthly orientation for new volunteers the third Sunday of each month. 
f. Public Relations

i. Sharon provided updates to the Board via email. Posting photos & profiles continues to be done as often as possible on Facebook & Pet Finder.  
7. New Business
a. Kitty Café covered in Public Comments.
8. Adjournment time was 6:36 p.m. Motion by Jeff & seconded by Tracy. Motion passed with a voice vote. Next meeting will be December 10, 2025.
